WHAT THEOSOPHY IS               3
is that Theosophy kills out superstition and bigotry
masquerading as religion, and so when truths are present-
ed which flatly contradict many of the human vagaries
cherished by sectarians, they are not acceptable to those
who have not made a deep study of their own religion and
who naturally prefer to cling to their old beliefs. Such is
human nature, and it is not easy to uproot long-cherished
ideas, false though they be. Moreover, there is the un-
familiar character of the Theosophic teachings, and a
glance at the history of any new thought, religious or
philosophic, will show that all possible impediments have
always been put in its path by those who hate innovations.
As a man makes intellectual progress, his ideas
about religion undergo a great change, and his bigotry also
is reduced in proportion. But bigots and fanatics of all
religions who, in spite of their ignorance of even the ele-
mentary principles of other religions, consider their own
particular religion as the only true one and show contempt
for all others, simply proclaim their own folly. Similarly,
none of those who show a dislike to Theosophy and believe
it to be against their own religion, is found to have truly
understood his own religion or studied even the first
principles of Theosophy.
Q. now) what are the fundamental principles of Theos-
ophy ?
Ans. There are two such principles. The first is the
Immanence of God. God is everywhere and in everything.
The Divine Life is the spirit in everything that exists, from
the atom to the Archangel. All thought, all consciousness
are His, for He is the One, the Only, the eternal Life.
Thus the essence of Theosophy is the fact that man being
sharer of His life can know the Divinity and is himself
divine and immortal, nay eternal; for immortality is only

